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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT
Well we have spent days and countless hours going through eight
thousand plus bills. There is lots of work to be done! I hope everyone
knows the importance of voting in the primary's and on the issues. The
Abate Motorcycle Organization is pushing a bill that would reduce your
trailer plate fees. Everyone needs to get behind this bill It has been
sent out to our affiliates and appears in this issue of the newsletter.

IFOR YOUTH EDUCATION &
OUTDOOR RESOURCES FUND, INC.

Banquet season is here and Trish and I will be somewhere every weekend in March and April. The IFOR banquet is May 2. Information on our
other events, the Youth Camp and Gatch Lake, will be posted soon.
I will make it short this issue. I hope everyone is well and had a good
fall and winter. I look forward to our year ahead of us. I believe we will
be dealing with some tough issues this year for hunter’s rights and land
owner rights. I hope we can find neutral ground somehow. We as
sportsmen and women need to hold ourselves to the highest standards …
we need to set the bar.
My prayers are with all of you and our troops.

INSIDE THIS ISSUE

Sincerely,
Scott Bryant
Past President and IFOR
Co-Founder, Bob Becker,
presents plaque to
President Scotty Bryant
during the January 26th
Board meeting which reads
as

Presidents Message
Affiliate News
Legislative Alerts
IGOLD
IFOR News
Bobcat Harvest
Membership Appeal
Upcoming Events
Board of Directors

“The Illinois Federation for Outdoor Resources is proud to present this award to
Scotty Bryant in appreciation of your countless hours of dedication, outstanding
achievements and exceptional leadership as President of this Organization” IFOR
Board of Directors—January 26, 2020
The plaque says it all. Scotty performs his responsibilities in an exemplary
manner!

VISIT THE
IFOR
FACEBOOK
PAGE
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AFFILIATE NEWS

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

For more information, contact Pete Muller (803) 637-7698 or pmuller@nwtf.net

MCNEIL EARNS CONSERVATION AWARD
NASHVILLE, Tenn.—Steve McNeil, of Auburn, Illinois, has received national recognition
from the National Wild Turkey Federation as the recipient of the Roger M. Latham
Sportsman Wild Turkey Service Award for his commitment to the NWTF’s Save the
Habitat. Save the Hunt. initiative and for his exceptional work as a NWTF volunteer.
“I joined my local Flatlanders committee in 2000, and, in 2010, I was elected to the
Illinois State Board,” McNeil said. “During my time on the state board, I have been the
treasurer, president and am currently the vice president and Super Fund chairman. I
have truly enjoyed being part of the NWTF and all the outstanding staff and volunteers
that I have worked with over the past 25 years. I am humbled and honored to receive
the Roger M. Latham Award when we have so many great volunteers within the
organization.”
McNeil received one of five Roger M. Latham Sportsman Wild Turkey Service awards at the 44th annual NWTF Convention and Sport Show.
“Steve is an outstanding volunteer, and his ability to secure major donors and help orchestrate banquets in Illinois
has made a substantial impact in the state,” NWTF CEO Becky Humphries said. “We are proud to have Steve as part
of the flock.”
The NWTF presents Roger M. Latham Sportsman Wild Turkey Service awards to members who are not employed as
professional wildlife managers but have made significant contributions to wild turkey conservation.
About the National Wild Turkey Federation
When the National Wild Turkey Federation was founded in 1973, there were about 1.3 million wild turkeys in North
America. After decades of work, that number hit a historic high of almost 7 million turkeys. To succeed, the NWTF
stood behind science-based conservation and hunters’ rights. The NWTF Save the Habitat. Save the Hunt. initiative is
a charge that mobilizes science, fundraising and devoted volunteers to conserve enhance more than 4 million acres
of essential wildlife habitat, recruit at least 1.5 million hunters and open access to 500,000 acres for hunting. For
more information, visit NWTF.org.
National Wild Turkey Federation
PO Box 530
Edgefield South Carolina 29824
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AFFILIATE NEWS
Brian Moyse, Regional
Director of Delta
Waterfowl submitted this
picture of a youth snow
goose hunt that took place
on 2/17/2020. The
Kaskaskia River Chapter of
Delta Waterfowl & South
Central Snows Outfitters
teamed up to introduce 5
youths to the spring
conservation season snow
goose hunt. This was the
1st youth snow goose hunt
by the Kaskaskia River
chapter & they plan on
making this hunt an annual
event.

Natural Resources Advisory Board
The Advisory Board is statutorily created to advise the agency on long range policies to assist in
guiding the protection and conservation of renewable resources of the state and recommend changes
in hunting and trapping seasons and bag or possession limits. They also recommend to the Director
which projects receive funding in bike, boat, and Open Space Lands Acquisition and Development
(OSLAD) grant programs. Members serve six year terms and are appointed by the Governor. The
Board holds quarterly meetings with time allotted for public comment on any topic. All meetings are
scheduled at DNR headquarters beginning at 1:00 PM, unless otherwise noted. Meeting dates are
subject to change. Please call 217-782-1824 for information and confirmation of meeting locations
and dates.

IFOR PRESIDENT MESSAGE: I hope every group will bring at least 50 people the day of
the advisory board meeting being held March the 30 at 1:00 pm in the IDNR building. Your
voice needs to be heard! You will have the right to speak at the end of the meeting. We
need at least 500 people there to speak on the issues that they think need addressed.
Please get this out to your friends and groups!

IN MEMORY OF FORMER IFOR BOARD MEMBER
Edward Ruef Jr. 1938—2020
Edward A. Ruef Jr., 81, of South Beloit, IL, died Monday, January 13, 2020 in his home.
He was born October 25, 1938 in Monroe, WI, the son of Edward A. and Frieda (Baumgartner) Ruef Sr. Edward was a
graduate of Brodhead High School, Brodhead, WI. He received his Bachelor of Science degree from the UW of Platteville
and his Masters Degree from Colorado State University, Ft. Collins. He married Carole R. Wilson on October 17, 1992 in
Dubuque, IA.
Edward was formerly employed by Rockford Public School including Guilford Center, Riverdahl and Rolling Green-Muhl
Center. He received a Those Who Excel award from the Illinois State Board of Education. Edward was a member and past
president of the Pheasants Forever, as well as a member of the Illinois Federation for Outdoor Resources, Roscoe
Sportsman Club, Kehpotah Club, and St. Jude Catholic Church.
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AFFILIATE NEWS

Pictured left to right: Steve McNeil (VP), Mike Lowder (President) and Jim Garver—Regional Director
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LEGISLATIVE UPDATES
ISRA Thursday Bulletin - February 27, 2020
Executive Directors Message
Bills are being filed so fast in Springfield it seems like a paper blizzard. As I write this, we are watching
254 bills and more could be filed at any time. Most of those bills are in rules; some are, or soon will be,
assigned to committees. I know many of you are ready to file witness slips but just because a bill has
been assigned to a committee does not mean it will be heard. This time of year, there are hundreds of
bills out there. We will tell you when a bill is going to be heard and that will be the time to fill out witness slips. If a bill is not heard, the witness slip will not count. This was not true until the advent of
electronic witness slips. When witness slips were filed on paper they were kept, but the days of paper
witness slips are history.
Once a bill has been passed out of a committee and on the floor of either the House of Representatives or
the Senate, that is the time to call your legislators. Sometimes it can be confusing when bills are amended
because witness slips can be used when the amendment is in committee. Don’t worry about it, we will
be watching.
Here are three bills which typify what the anti-gun crowd wants to do to gun owners:
HB 2254 would require gun owners to keep their firearms locked up at all times. Of course, there are
pretty hefty fines if the police were to ever come to your home and find any firearms that are not locked
up. The sponsor of this bill is Kathleen Willis (D-77 Northlake) and co-sponsors are Jonathan Carroll (D-57
Northbrook) and John Conner (D-85 Crest Hill). This bill has been assigned to the House Judicial Criminal
Committee.
SB 2468 adds a 10% tax to assault weapons sold by firearm dealers. This of course means criminals are
exempt. This bill is still in Rules. The sponsor is Ann Gillespie (D-27 Arlington Heights).
HB 5170 Jennifer Gong-Gershowitz (D-17 Glenview) is sponsoring this bill which would require every FOID
card holder to have $1,000,000 in liability insurance while at the same time prohibiting domestic insurance
companies from offering the coverage. That means that Excess and Surplus Insurance Companies (E&S
Companies) would have to offer the coverage. An example you might have heard of would be Lloyd’s of
London. What all that means is if the coverage was offered, it would be so expensive that no one except
the wealthiest gun owners could afford it. Presently, no company offers such coverage but that is not the
point here. The real point is this is the kind of mumbo-jumbo the anti-gun crowd tries to pass the take
away your Second Amendment Rights.
Monday, the ISRA issued a press release addressing Illinois State Police (ISP) Brendan Kelly’s remarks in his
press conference held on February 13th. The ISRA found more unutilized funds the ISP could have used to
relieve the many problems with issuing FOID cards and ICCLs.
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LEGISLATIVE UPDATES

ABATE of Illinois Legislative Alert
Email dated 2/18/2020
HB3851 & SB3190 Will Undo the 500% Increase in Trailer Plate Fees
In 2019 Lawmakers voted to increase TA plate fees from $18 to $118 annually. This class of plate includes
trailers that tow behind a motorcycle, and that can hold a motorcycle behind a truck. ABATE members made
it clear that this increase was unacceptable.
State Representative Avery Bourne heard your concerns and drafted House Bill 3851 (HB3851) which
would put TA plates back at $18. Her bill was part of negotiations on other items during veto session, but it
didn't go through. ABATE has learned that this bill may move as soon as today, so we are asking members
to call their Representatives and ask them to support or sponsor HB3851.
Senator Dan McConchie has introduced Senate Bill 3190 (SB3190) in the Senate to reduce the fees that
were raised last year. His bill would cap TA plates at $27 instead of $118. ABATE is asking members to call
their Senators and ask them to sponsor or support SB3190.

IFOR LEGISLATIVE UPDATE
The highly controversial, widely-publicized Illinois FOID “fingerprint” legislation
(SB1966), which would require Illinois residents to submit their fingerprints to an Illinois
State Police database in order to obtain or renew an Illinois Firearm Owners Identification
(FOID) Card -- which is required for Illinois residents to legally possess or purchase firearms
or ammunition – was assigned late Tuesday, March 3, to the Illinois Senate Judiciary
Committee for a vote after lying dormant since May 2019 when it was passed by the
Illinois House of Representatives.

SB1966 would:
•

Require anyone applying for an Illinois Firearms Owners Identification
(FOID) card to submit fingerprints as part of their application.

•

Raise the price for FOID cards from $10 to $20, the first increase
since 2008.

•

Reduce the FOID Card duration from 10 years to 5 years.

•

Require FOID applicants pay all costs for fingerprinting and processing the background check, totaling
around $150.

•

Add restrictions to the concealed carry license process.

•

Require FOID applicants to apply in person with the Illinois State Police.

•

Mandate the Illinois State Police take action to remove guns from the homes of those who have had
their FOID Card revoked.

•

Require licensed gun dealers to facilitate private firearm sales/transfers.
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IFOR NEWS
IFOR Members Build Wood Duck Nest Boxes
A local group of concerned outdoorsmen and women, who are members of the Illinois Federation of Outdoor Resources

(IFOR), maintain about 300 Wood Duck nest boxes on the Kaskaskia River, portions of Carlyle Lake State Fish and Wildlife
Area and other associated watersheds. The Wood Duck nest box program has been in existence since 1985. The crews routinely clean, replace sawdust, do repairs and checks for eggshells from the previous breeding season during the winter
months. Wood Duck nest box use success rates typically runs roughly 30% annually.

Nest boxes are located starting at Ramsey Creek, north of Vandalia, down-stream to the north end of Carlyle Lake. This is
about 40 miles of the Kaskaskia River and including several creeks. Numerous ponds and wetlands also have nest boxes
placed on them throughout Fayette County.

The effort has grown to the current number of (50–60) local volunteers, who are involved in the program. This year, about 18
individuals and kids, built replacement boxes (44 total) from cypress lumber provided by Nick DePaolo. Nick and CJ Schilling
recently coordinated a workday and provided a warm shed and tools for the effort.

Marathon Oil Company from the Patoka/Vernon facility provided all of the hardware required in construction and donated approximately $400 to the project. We appreciate their generosity! The new boxes have all been stamped with the IFOR logo.

Boxes placed on poles - over water - provide some of the best Wood Duck nest use, reduces
nest predation and is a highly suggested
management practice.

Submitted by Whitey Willms
Photos by CJ Schilling and Todd Parke

Nick (blue shirt) and his son helping
with box construction

The work crew and 44 nest boxes constructed—everybody was happy!

These young men are painting the year of
box placement & number on the next box

The kids help stack the next boxes which
will be put up on March 7th, 2020
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BOBCAT HARVEST UPDATE
Illinois Wraps Up 2019/2020 Bobcat Harvest (Submitted by Kent Weil of the Illinois Trappers Association)
I’m a statistics guy and the DNR just released a windfall of data on Illinois’ bobcat seasons. Illinois completed its fourth bobcat harvest since a
modern day season was enacted by the legislature in 2016. Since that time Illinois hunters and trappers have harvested over 1000 bobcats (1060 to be
exact). Of these, 492 cats have been harvested by trapping and 568 by hunting. An additional 117 permit holders have filled their tags by salvaging
vehicle killed bobcats along the roadways. This works out to a success rate of just a shadow under a 30% for the four years (the range was from 26%
to 31.8% - very consistent results). When you add in salvaged cats, the success rate for permit holders tagging a cat rises to a 33.6% average for the
four years.
The latest bobcat season ended February 15 with 335 bobcat permits filled. As in the last three years, there were 1000 permits issued this year. The
harvest success rate for permit holders has remained steady at just under 31% (exactly the same as last year). For the first year since the season
began, trappers have harvested more bobcats than hunters (they tied in the 2017/2018 season). The percentage of bobcats taken by hunting was 45%
and trapping accounted for 46% (remaining 9% were salvaged by permit holders). The breakdown by the DNR was 16 bobcats harvested by archery,
135 by gun, 155 by trapping, and 29 by salvage for a total of 306 harvested and an additional 29 salvages for a total tagged by permit holders of 335,
a slight drop in the number tagged from last year.
As it has in all four seasons, Pike County in West-Central Illinois led the harvest with 22 bobcats. Randolph and Brown Counties tied for second with
16, Macoupin was fourth with 14, and Greene rounded out the top five with 13. Of the total harvest, twelve counties account for 50% of the total cats
harvested. One thing that is very interesting to note, for me, and will perhaps help when the DNR decides to review its permitting process, is the
number of bobcats harvested in West-Central and Northern Illinois. The basis for the bobcat population used to determine a harvest quota determined
by a study done by Southern Illinois University in the 90’s (the only really good population data we had) combined with deer hunter surveys (How
many bobcats did you see while deer hunting?). That management plan was submitted and accepted by the Feds and determined that 500 cats could
be removed from the population without adversely affected its continued recovery. At the time of this study it was determined that the majority of the
bobcats were to be found in the area of the state south of I64.

Of the top twelve harvest counties, one is in Northern Illinois, seven are in Central or West-Central, and only four are south of I64. In fact, a rough
tally of the harvest by county this year shows 60% of the harvest was north of I64. This has got to bode well for the expansion of bobcats into the
more northern parts of the state. Assuming bobcat populations stay at least stable in the southern counties, these large increased of bobcats in more
northern counties will make large contributions to the total number of bobcats in the state. In fact, at least in West-Central Illinois, bobcats appear to
be able to expand into all appropriate habitat and many cats are now pushing the boundaries by having expanded populations into marginal habitat.
Also critical in the reevaluating of the quota and permitting process by the DNR (which should take place in the next couple of years) are two
university studies. The first is an ongoing study (now in its first year) at Western Illinois University studying bobcats in West and West-Central
Illinois. The second is a state-wide study being conducted by Southern Illinois University (Carbondale). These studies both have a huge
dependency upon the state’s hunters and trappers.
Part 1 of the WIU study was completed last year and its success was almost entirely dependent upon trappers in the four counties being studied.
Trappers allowed WIU personnel to attach a tracking collar, collect morphometric data (blood, weight, etc.) and release bobcats caught in the study
area. Trappers received compensation for allowing the release of their catch. The current stage of the study is calling for the catch, collaring, and
release of female bobcats to allow for tracking and subsequent capture and collaring of successful litters from these female cats. Trappers will again
play an important role in the success of this study.
The SIU study will be dependent on the collection of lower jaws from hunters and trappers across the state. To be successful, the study will require
representative sampling across the state. While the bobcat season has ended, many bobcats harvested by trappers and hunters are in the hands of t
axidermists. Successful permit holders are encouraged to ask their taxidermist to save the lower jaw once the bobcat is processed for taxidermy.
These jaws, along with some harvest data, may then be submitted by the permit holder to their DNR district wildlife biologist (list available on the
DNR website).
Stan McTaggert, the Wildlife Program Diversity Manager at the DNR, has nothing but good things to say about the hunters and trappers who
contribute to the success of these studies. Says McTaggert, “Thank you to the hunters, trappers and IDNR staff who collected jaws for the research at
Southern Illinois University – Carbondale and for the cooperating landowners and trappers in central Illinois who have helped with the research at
Western Illinois University. The Illinois Department of Natural Resources and the US Fish and Wildlife Service fund research with these Universities
to continue learning about Illinois only feline furbearer. The recovery of this species (and many others) and the continued research is possible because
of the support of the sportsmen and women of Illinois.”
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BOBCAT HARVEST UPDATE

Graphs provided by the Illinois Department of Resources
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Former IFOR President, Bob Becker, was given a surprise
birthday cake from the Board of Director’s at our
September meeting in honor of Bob’s 90th Birthday.
Current President Scotty Bryant had the honors of
presenting the cake!
Bob is still very active in IFOR, serving as the Executive
Secretary and spends as much time in the woods as time
allows!!
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UPCOMING EVENTS
FUND-RAISING
BANQUET

SAVE THE DATE

SCHEDULE 2020

GATCH LAKE FUNDRAISING
March 20 Il. Valley, Princeton, IL

EVENT

March 21 Elkhorn Creek, Dubois, IL
March 27 Loud Thunder, Milan IL
March 28 Taylorville Area, Kincaid IL.
April 6 Deer Camp North, Utica IL
April 15 Deer Camp South, Marion IL.

BOARD OF DIRECTOR’S MEETINGS
Scheel’s Sporting Goods
Springfield, IL
12:30 p.m. -

March 29, 2020
Annual Meeting and Fund Raising Dinner
May 2, 2020
Johnson’s Corner, Alton IL 11:00 a.m.

July 26, 2020
September 27, 2020

ALL MEMBERS ARE WELCOME TO ATTEND

Saturday, September 12, 2020
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Licensed Illinois Broker

Harrison Lane
Midwest Land Sales

Hollow Ground Guide Service
cell - 217-440-0319

Specializing in selling Recreational and
Agricultural Land.

Let me go to work for you!
IFOR MEMBER & SUPPORTER

IFOR 2019 OFFICERS AND BOARD OF DIRECTOR’S
PRESIDENT

Robert Elmore
1219 Thistle Drive
Vandalia, IL. 62471
(618) 283-2878

Joe Steichen
33898 E 2400 N Road
Kempton, Illinois 60946
(815) 252-6186
Intl. Union of Operating Engineers

Ken & Marcia Polhamus
7490 Chestnut Drive
Galena, IL 61036
(815) 222-5010
*State Chapter, NWTF

VICE PRESIDENT
Glenn Sanders
1049 E 1453 Rd
Quincy, IL. 62305
(217)-242-1741
*Miss. Valley Hunters & Fisherman’s Association

Trevor Pettus
108 Surrey Lane
Edwardsville, IL 62025
(618)978-1091
*Carlyle Lake Waterfowlers

Rick Stillman
219 Wild Rose Lane
Rochester, Illinois 62563
(217) 415-7716
*United Bowhunters of IL.
*Panther Creek Bowhunters

Alan “Flip” Gephart
R. R. #2 Box 72
Brownstown, Illinois 62418
(618) 427-5359 Cell 267-

TREASURER
Jake Staggs
1115 Dina Drive
Riverton, IL 62561
217-741-4062 (cell)

Hunter John Harris
113 Lakewood Ave
East Peoria, IL61611
(309) 678-8613
* ABATE

Michael Schlemer
14943 Wendle Road
Godfrey, Illinois 62035
(618) 466-7192
(618)-540-9575 Cell
*Westwood Trailriders

Steve Davis
120 Arizona Ave.
East Galesburg, Illinois 61430
(309) 335-1311
*Little John Cons. Club

MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY &
WEB MASTER
Cheryl Roberts
Godfrey, Illinois 62035
(618) 830-5076 Cell

Timothy Cook
337 Straube Lane
Godfrey, IL 62035
618-292-0491

Steve Kern
2237 Metcalf Rd
Iuk, IL 62849
(618)-822-6145 Home
*Marion County Quail & Upland
Game Alliance

John Blanton
12759 Jolene Road
Pawnee, Illinois 62558
(217) 306—4157
* IL. Fed. Hunting Dogs

SECRETARY&FACEBOOK
Trish Bryant
P. O. Box 5
Godfrey, IL 62035
(217) 371-7892

Hank Gross
13693 Reed Cemetery Road
Marion, Illinois 62959-8215
(618) 967-7283

Darel Martin
29603 E. County Hwy. 27
Glasford, IL. 61533
(309) 369-8265
*Whitetails Unlimited

Kent Weil
11054 Robin Ln
Athens, IL 62613
(217) 836-2682

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY
C. E. “Bob” Becker
Brighton, IL 62012
(618) 466-2582
(618) 980-9545

Trenton Fisk
403 E. Plum
Percy, IL 62272
(618) 318-1332
*Scholarship Winner

William C. Schroeder
11204 North 6th Avenue
Hillsboro, Illinois 62049
(217) 532-5287 Cell (217)-416-5648
*Highland Pistol & Rifle Club

Robert Holland
1411 Rodeo Road
McLean, Illinois 61754
(309)-874-2458
Cell (309)275-3060
*Champaign City. Rifle Assoc.
Guns Save Life.com

LOBBYIST
George Fleischli
107 W. Cook Suite A
Springfield, IL 62704
(217) 899-1832 Cell

Mary Jo Trimble
10370 Fleming Road
Carterville, Illinois 62918
(618)-985-2336
*Field Trial Clubs of IL.

Jim McFarlane
4589 Totter Trail
Rockford, IL. 61101
(815) 964-2019
(815) 298-4149 Cell
*Blackhawk Field Archers

BOARD OF DIRECTORS:
Paula Brinney
P.O. Box 526
Chatam, IL 62629
(217) 652-1635

Brian Moyse
11377 Owen Center Road
Rockton, IL 61072

Mark Wagner
12840 State Hwy 16
Fieldon, IL 62031

*Delta Waterfowl

* Conservation Police

Robert “Scotty” Bryant
P. O. Box 5
Godfrey, IL 62035
(618) 535-0151

*Horsemen’s Council of IL

PROUDLY SUPPORTING IFOR

2342 Technology Dr, Suite 101

Serving Illinois and Missouri Residents

NON-PROFIT
ORGANIZATION
U.S. POSTAGE
PAID PERMIT#5
GODFREY, IL.
YOUTH EDUCATION AND OUTDOOR
RESOURCES
IFOR PO BOX 5, GODFREY, IL 62035

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Statements and opinions expressed
in the News-N-Notes are those of
the individual author and do not
necessarily represent the views of
the editors, officers, directors or
members. The appearance of an ad
in the newsletter does not necessarily constitute an endorsement of a
product or service.

NEWS-N-NOTES EDITOR
Cheryl Roberts
Godfrey, IL 62035

We’re on the web!
www.if-or.org
http://youth.if-or.org

IFOR CONTACT INFORMATION
PRESIDENT

VICE PRESIDENT

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY

SCOTTY BRYANT
P. O. BOX 5
GODFREY, IL 62035

Glenn Sanders
1049 E 1453 Rd
Quincy, IL. 62305

C. E. “BOB” BECKER
34557 GOTTER RD
BRIGHTON, IL 62035

618-535-0151

(217)-242-1741

618-466-2582 (office)
618-980-9545 (cell)

IFOR MISSION STATEMENT: To unite all outdoor resource user groups and conservationists, namely hunters, fishermen, trappers and trail riders dedicated to preserving, restoring, developing and using the State's natural resources, and to provide a professional liaison
to the Illinois legislature and the Illinois Department of Natural Resources (IDNR), to protect
sportsmen’s rights and recreational opportunities; and to work together to ensure long
term, adequate, dedicated funding for, and professional management of, the IDNR.
IFOR YOUTH MISSION STATEMENT: To instill, perpetuate and encourage an understanding of, and appreciation for, conservation and natural resources within the youth
of Illinois through a variety of educational programs and resources.

