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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

As I sit in the office writing this message as the year comes to an end, I look 

back to how I got here. A person that came from river roots. A grandpa and 

grandma who lived in a houseboat in Alton slough where my mother and her 

siblings were born. Many stories I could tell everyone about growing up, none 

of which I made easy.  I was on my own at an early age, leaving school without 

finishing so I could go to work, and now I’m the father of eleven! Every day is a 

new challenge, but that's my life - always has been.  

I am humbled that I have made it to where I am today, the President of this 

great organization that stands for the people. To all our members and affiliates 

thank you all for your great work this year. I couldn't be prouder to represent 

each and every one of you. It’s a privilege I don't take for granted 

We will have a long year in 2020.  We faced many issues this last year, but we 

stayed the course and did well. The new year will bring new challenges so we 

need help gathering new members and affiliates. 

I am including the list of our hall of fame members in this issue.  Will you be 

one someday? These people have committed a lifetime of work on your behalf 

and we have a lot more to do. With hunter numbers in steady decline, where 

will we be five years from now?  It’s up to us all, in every aspect, to get a kid 

outdoors and out from in front of a video screen! 

As we move forward to next year, let’s not forget to say a prayer for the loved 

ones we have lost this year, for our lost board members and for our service 

men and women. Everyone stay safe this holiday season and Merry Christmas 

and Happy New Year. God bless America and each and every one of you!               

Sincerely,  

Scott Bryant                   

“What a good time we 
had at this event, just 
a reminder for next 
September to all you 
members out there to 

attend!” 

Pictured:  (left) President 
Scott Bryant, Dir. Bob 
Holland, Exec. Sec. Bob 
Becker (right) Dir. Mary 
Jo Trimble and Dir. Bill 
Schroeder and wife 

GATCH LAKE EVENT—2019 
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AFFILIATE NEWS 

ISRA: Nearly $30 Million Taken From FOID Card Fund In The Last Five Years 
12/10/2019 - For Immediate Release 

Chatsworth, IL – Nearly $30 million in funds generated by user fees that should be used to reduce the wait time for FOID card applications 

and for the administration of the Illinois Concealed Carry License (ICCL) program has been diverted to general state spending according to 

Richard Pearson, Executive Director of the Illinois State Rifle Association. 

 

“Five years of fund sweeps is unacceptable and needs to be addressed immediately. Beyond the delays and problems in the FOID and ICCL 

program, these fund sweeps are hampering citizens from exercising their Constitutional Right. Our office gets daily calls from people who 

are having difficulties navigating the FOID card process so it’s no wonder we see these problems, given a significant portion of the money 

intended to fund the program has been raided for other state programs,” Pearson said. 

 

Efforts by anti-gun groups to push legislation that would more than double the FOID card fee was a call to action for ISRA to get unbiased 

data on how the FOID and Concealed Carry programs have been managed and how they are funded. The anti-gunners insisted the program 

was underfunded and therefore the FOID fee must be raised. The experienced ISRA lobby team worked with Rep. Wheeler (R-Oswego) to 

have the Legislative Research Unit produce an unbiased accounting of the revenues generated by the FOID card and ICCL fees.  

 

“We pursued this investigation because we wanted honest gun owners to know the truth about what was happening to the fees that they 

pay for the right to own a firearm in Illinois,” Pearson said. “We worked with Rep. Wheeler to secure a report from the Legislative Research 

Unit on what was happening to the user fees and now we know. There is no shortage – just money being taken from these accounts to be 

used for other things.” 

 

According to the Legislative Research Unit there are approximately 2.3 million FOID card holders. The breakdown of the $10 - 10-year FOID 

card license is: $6 goes to the Wildlife and Fish Fund; $3 goes to the State Police Firearm Services Fund and $1 goes to the State  

Police Services Fund. The breakdown for the $150 – 5-year Illinois Concealed Carry License is: $120 goes to the State Police Firearm  

Services Fund; $20 goes to Mental Health Reporting Fund; and $10 goes to the State Crime Laboratory. 

 

In the five years covered in this report, a total of $13,210,268 was swept from the State Police Firearm Services Fund to the General  

Revenue Fund and a total of $15,296,510 was swept from the State Police Services Fund to the General Revenue Fund for a total of 

$28,506,778. 

 

“Clearly, there is not a problem in lack of money from these fees, but an improper allocation of how the money is being spent,” Pearson 

said. “It is unconscionable for the Governor and the Legislature to ask for honest gun owners to pay more money for a Constitutional Right 

when the money they are already paying is going to fund other programs and services.” 

 

Pearson said he is calling on Governor JB Pritzker to end the practice of sweeping these accounts and to ensure that 100 percent of the 

funds collected from FOID card applications and Illinois Concealed Carry licenses goes to the purposes for which the fees are being  

collected. 

 

“We understand that the sweeps happened during previous administrations but as Governor, 

Pritzker is the only one who can stop this egregious practice,” Pearson said. “On behalf of Illinois firearms owners, I am calling on him to 

bring these fund sweeps to an end.” 
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GAIL “TINK” TINKER—MEMORIAL WOOD DUCK NEXT BOX PROGRAM 
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  Bobcat Harvest Slow to Pick Up 

The Illinois bobcat harvest is in full swing, with both hunters and trappers targeting cats.  That said, the harvest this 
year is lagging well behind previous years.  At this writing, 51 bobcat tags have been filled and it’s been a mixed bag, 
so to speak.  10 tags have been filled by archery, 20 by gun, 18 by trapping, and 3 tags have been used on 
“salvage” (typically roadkill).  This total compared to 70 cats tagged in the same time period last year (See graph for 
comparisons over the last three years).  

“I’m not sure if the later shotgun deer season put us behind or not, but it likely didn’t help. I’ve been seeing quite a 
few cell phone videos from deer hunters and also some trail camera photos of bobcats all season.  A fair amount of 
folks are lamenting the fact that they didn’t have a tag in their pocket!” said Stan McTaggart, DNR’s Wildlife Diversity 
Program Manager, which oversees furbearer management.  “Hunters and trappers will probably start targeting bob-
cats more now that gun seasons are mostly behind us.”  

McTaggart is pleased with the status of the bobcat recovery in Illinois.  Bobcats were never reintroduced; all growth in 
the population has come from either a nucleus that always remained in southern Illinois, or infiltration from natural 
populations in surrounding states.  It has been a stellar example of how animal protection (closing the season in 1972) 
and conservation work to help a species in a natural habitat.  McTaggart points out that sightings of bobcats are as 
prevalent in West Central Illinois now as they have been in Southern Illinois.  He also points out that this information 
is taken from successful deer hunter surveys.  There has been a steady rise in bobcat sightings noted in these surveys.  

Bobcats were harvested in 33 counties so far this year, almost half of them above I64.  The area of the state below I64 
has long been considered the “stronghold” of bobcats in the state, containing the majority of what is considered to be 
top quality habitat.  The strong showing in the northern 2/3 of the state, especially Central Western Illinois, bodes 
well when the Feds and the DNR review the state’s bobcat management plan after the first five years of the season 
(we are currently in the fifth season).  In the past about half of the cats tagged have been above I64.  

McTaggart also points out that there are two ongoing university studies that require the help of trappers and hunters 
to be successful.  The first is at Western Illinois University (WIU) and is being overseen by Dr. Chris Jacques.  The re-
search is centered in West Central Illinois.  The research is hoping for bobcat trappers to help them with a catch and 
release program.  Should any trappers in this area be interested, Dr. Jacques may be reached at (309) 298-2155. Wag-
goner Hall 338. CN-Jacques@wiu.edu.  

In addition to the study at WIU, another study is being done at Southern Illinois University in Carbondale (SIU).  Head-
ed up by Dr. Clay Neilsen, this study is depending on trappers and hunters to submit lower jaws of harvested bobcats 
to the DNR District Furbearer Biologists.  Contact the Distict Wildlife Biologist for more information.  To find the one in 
your area go to https://www.dnr.illinois.gov/conservation/wildlife/Pages/default.aspx and click on District Wildlife 
Biologist.  McTaggart has asked Dr. Nielsen and the folks at SIU to make a video to share with hunters, trappers and 
CPO’s on the best/easiest way to collect the jaws.  He will share that information once it becomes available.  McTag-
gart commented, “It doesn’t need to be real pretty.  A small knife and a pair of sidecutters are really all you need to 
extract the jaw.”  

The slow start to the bobcat season is not unusual.  Only about 1/3 or so of the total harvest is typically accomplished 
prior to Christmas.  More hunters and trappers in the field targeting predators after deer seasons close surely contrib-
ute to the rapid increase in the harvest in January. The season runs until February 15th.  

 

SUBMITTED BY KENT WEIL (ILLINOIS TRAPPERS ASSOCIATION) 

mailto:CN-Jacques@wiu.edu
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dnr.illinois.gov%2Fconservation%2Fwildlife%2FPages%2Fdefault.aspx&data=02%7C01%7Cclroberts%40olin.com%7Cd6beb675a0614c8ebdfd08d7827387cc%7C2ef0fdd803314add9b70e75b36b636a9%7C0%7C0%7C6371213
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SUCCESSFUL HUNT 

Former IFOR President, and current Executive  

Secretary Bob Becker, bagged this nice 9 pointer on  

Saturday evening of the 1st Weekend Firearms  

season.  At 90 years old, the highlight was having all 

of his great-grandchildren present to celebrate with 

him (pictured is Kinzi Vandygriff, Bryson Roberts and 

Ethan Becker—official trackers!)  
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As many of you already know or you need to know, our Second Amendment Rights are 

under attack, not only at the Federal level but especially here in Illinois. President 

Trump has pledged to veto any Federal legislation but here in Illinois we now have a 

strong anti-gun Government that has already passed one bad bill and dozens of anti-

Second amendment bills are ready to be introduced in 2020. 

As a member please help us grow our membership.  We all have friends, so please sign 

them up as members. Use the application below (make copies as needed). If each of us 

will sign up just one new member we will double our membership.  The larger our 

membership the more influence we will have with our Legislators and Government offi-

cials. With our full time Lobbyist, George Fleischli located in Springfield and our Presi-

dent Scotty Bryant, who works tirelessly representing IFOR, I can assure every member 

you will be well represented. 

MEMBERSHIP APPEAL—WE NEED YOUR HELP! 
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BOARD OF DIRECTOR’S MEETINGS 

Scheel’s Sporting Goods 

Springfield, IL 

12:30 p.m. - 

January 26, 2020 

ALL MEMBERS ARE WELCOME TO ATTEND 

Jan. 18  Wabash Valley, Robinson IL. 

Jan. 24 Beaucoup Bottoms, Pinckneyville, IL. 

Jan 25 Sauk Valley, Rock Falls IL. 

Jan 31 Mid Illini, Farmington IL. 

Feb 1 Shoal Creek, Highland Il. 

Feb 7 Sangamon Valley, Springfield, IL 

Feb 8 Heart of IL., Peoria, IL 

Feb 21 West Central Indiana,  Rosedale IN. 

Feb 22 Union Co. Cobden, IL 

Feb 28 Sugar Hill, Metamora, IL 

  

Feb 29 River Bottom Stump Sitters, Flora, IL. 

March 6 Northern IL. Batavia, IL 

March 7 Cold Water Creek, Colona, IL 

March 14 ILLini, Champaign IL 

March 20 Il. Valley, Princeton, IL 

March 21 Elkhorn Creek, Dubois, IL 

March 27 Loud Thunder, Milan IL 

March 28 Taylorville Area, Kincaid IL. 

April 6 Deer Camp North, Utica IL 

April 15 Deer Camp South, Marion IL. 

  

FUND-RAISING  

BANQUET 

 SCHEDULE 2019 
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Licensed Illinois Broker  

Harrison Lane  
Midwest Land Sales  

Hollow Ground Guide Service  

cell - 217-440-0319  
 

Specializing in selling Recreational and 

Agricultural Land.  

 

Let me go to work for you!  

IFOR MEMBER & SUPPORTER 



PRESIDENT 

Robert  “Scotty” Bryant 

P. O. Box 5 

Godfrey, IL 62035 

(618) 535-0151 

 

Robert Elmore 

1219 Thistle Drive 

Vandalia, IL. 62471 

 (618) 283-2878 

Joe Steichen 

33898 E 2400 N Road 

Kempton, Illinois 60946 

(815) 252-6186 

Intl. Union of Operating Engineers 

Ken & Marcia Polhamus 

7490 Chestnut Drive 

Galena, IL 61036 

(815) 222-5010 

 *State Chapter, NWTF 

VICE PRESIDENT 

Glenn Sanders 

1049 E 1453 Rd 

Quincy, IL. 62305 

(217)-242-1741 

*Miss. Valley Hunters & Fisherman’s   Associ-

ation 

Trevor Pettus 

108 Surrey Lane 

Edwardsville, IL 62025 

(618)978-1091 

*Carlyle Lake Waterfowlers 

 

Rick Stillman 

219 Wild Rose Lane 

Rochester, Illinois 62563 

 (217) 415-7716 

*United Bowhunters of IL. 

*Panther Creek Bowhunters 

Alan “Flip” Gephart 

R. R. #2 Box 72 

Brownstown, Illinois 62418 

(618) 427-5359 Cell 267- 

TREASURER 

Jake Staggs 

1115 Dina Drive 

Riverton, IL 62561 

217-741-4062 (cell) 

 

Hunter John Harris 

113 Lakewood Ave 

East Peoria, IL61611 

(309) 678-8613 

* ABATE 

 Michael Schlemer 

14943 Wendle Road 

Godfrey, Illinois 62035 

(618) 466-7192 

(618)-540-9575  Cell  

*Westwood Trailriders 

Steve Davis 

120 Arizona Ave. 

East Galesburg, Illinois 61430 

(309) 335-1311 

*Little John Cons. Club 

MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY &  

WEB MASTER 

Cheryl Roberts 

Godfrey, Illinois 62035 

(618) 830-5076  Cell 

 

Timothy Cook 

337 Straube Lane 

Godfrey, IL  62035 

618-292-0491 

Steve Kern 

2237 Metcalf Rd 

Iuk, IL 62849 

(618)-822-6145 Home 

*Marion County Quail & Upland 

Game Alliance 

John Blanton 

 12759 Jolene Road 

Pawnee, Illinois 62558 

(217) 306—4157                                        

* IL. Fed. Hunting Dogs 

SECRETARY&FACEBOOK 

Trish Bryant 

P. O. Box 5 

Godfrey, IL 62035 

(217) 371-7892 

 

Hank Gross 

13693 Reed Cemetery Road 

Marion, Illinois 62959-8215 

 (618) 967-7283 

 

Darel Martin 

29603 E. County Hwy. 27 

Glasford, IL. 61533 

(309) 369-8265 

*Whitetails Unlimited 

Kent Weil 

11054 Robin Ln 

Athens, IL  62613 

(217) 836-2682 

 

 EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 

C. E. “Bob” Becker 

Brighton, IL 62012 

(618) 466-2582 

(618) 980-9545 

 

Trenton Fisk 

403 E. Plum 

Percy, IL 62272 

(618) 318-1332 

*Scholarship Winner 

William C. Schroeder 

11204 North 6th Avenue 

Hillsboro, Illinois 62049 

(217) 532-5287 Cell (217)-416-5648 

*Highland Pistol & Rifle Club 

Robert Holland 

1411 Rodeo Road 

McLean, Illinois 61754 

(309)-874-2458  

Cell (309)275-3060 

*Champaign City. Rifle Assoc. 

Guns Save Life.com 

LOBBYIST 

George Fleischli 

107 W. Cook Suite A 

Springfield, IL 62704 

(217) 899-1832 Cell 

 

Mary Jo Trimble 

10370 Fleming Road 

Carterville, Illinois 62918 

(618)-985-2336 

*Field Trial Clubs of IL. 

 Jim McFarlane 

4589 Totter Trail 

Rockford, IL. 61101 

(815) 964-2019 

(815) 298-4149 Cell 

*Blackhawk Field Archers 

 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS: 

Paula Brinney 

P.O. Box 526 

Chatam, IL  62629 

(217) 652-1635 

 

*Horsemen’s Council of IL 

Eric Rheude 

27070 Beltrees Road 

Godfrey, IL  62035 

(618) 410-9853 

*Migratory Waterfowl Hunters 

Mark Wagner 

12840 State Hwy 16 

Fieldon, IL 62031 

 

* Conservation Police 

 

    

IFOR 2019 OFFICERS AND BOARD OF DIRECTOR’S 



2342 Technology Dr, Suite 101 

PROUDLY SUPPORTING IFOR 

Serving Illinois and Missouri Residents 





Statements and opinions expressed 

in the News-N-Notes are those of 

the individual author and do not 

necessarily represent the views of 

the editors, officers, directors or 

members.  The appearance of an ad 

in the newsletter does not necessari-

ly constitute an endorsement of a 

product or service. 

 

 

NEWS-N-NOTES EDITOR 

Cheryl Roberts 

Godfrey, IL  62035 

 

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 

C. E. “BOB” BECKER 
34557 GOTTER RD  
BRIGHTON, IL 62035 
 
618-466-2582 (office) 
618-980-9545 (cell) 
 

PRESIDENT 

SCOTTY BRYANT 
P. O. BOX 5 
GODFREY, IL 62035 

618-535-0151 
 

VICE PRESIDENT 

Glenn Sanders 
1049 E 1453 Rd 
Quincy, IL. 62305 

(217)-242-1741 

IFOR MISSION STATEMENT: To unite all outdoor resource user groups and conserva-

tionists, namely hunters, fishermen, trappers and trail riders dedicated to preserving, restor-

ing, developing and using the State's natural resources, and to provide a professional liaison 

to the Illinois legislature and the Illinois Department of Natural Resources (IDNR), to protect 

sportsmen’s rights and recreational opportunities; and to work together to ensure long 

term, adequate, dedicated funding for, and professional management of, the IDNR. 

IFOR YOUTH MISSION STATEMENT: To instill, perpetuate and encourage an under-
standing of, and appreciation for, conservation and natural resources within the youth 
of Illinois through a variety of educational programs and resources. 

YOUTH EDUCATION AND OUTDOOR 

RESOURCES 

IFOR PO BOX 5, GODFREY, IL 62035 
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ORGANIZATION 
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We’re on the web!      

www.if-or.org      

http://youth.if-or.org 

IFOR CONTACT INFORMATION 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 


